6	THE DYNASTS	fore scene
spirit of the years
Methinks too much assurance thrills your note
On secrets in my locker, gentle sprites;
But it may serve.—Our thought being now reftexed
To forces operant on this English isle,
Belwues it us to enter scene by scene,
And watch the spectacle of Europe's moves
In her embroil\ as they were self-ordai?iea
According to the naive and liberal creed
Of our great-hearted young Compassionates,
Forgetting the Prime Mover of 'thegear',
As puppet-watchers him who pulls the strings.—
Yoifll mark the t'witchings of this Bonaparte
As tie with other figures foots his reel,
Until he twitch him into his lonely grave :
Also regard the frail ones that his flings
Have made gyrate like animalcula
In tepid pooh.—Hence to the precinct\ then^
And count as framework to the stagery
Yon architraves of sunbeam-smitten cloud.—
So may ye judge Eartfts jackaclocks to be
Not fugled by one Will, but function-free*.
The nether sky opens, and Europe is disclosed as a prone and emaciated
figure, the Alps shaping like a backbone, and the branching mountain-chains
like ribs, the peninsular plateau of Spain forming a head. Broad and lengthy
lowlands stretch from the north of France across Russia like a grey-green
garment hemmed by the Ural mountains and the glistening Arctic Ocean.
The point of view then sinks downwards through space, and draws near to
the surface of the perturbed countries, where the peoples, distressed by events
which they did not cause, are seen writhing, crawling, heaving, and vibrating
in their various cities and nationalities.
spirit of the years (to the Spirit of the Pities)
As key-scene to the whole, I first lay bare
The Will-webs of thy fearful questioning;
For know that of my antiqtte privileges
This gift to visualise the Mode is one
(Though by exhaustive strain and effort only\
See, then, and learn, ere my power pass again.
A new and penetrating light descends on the spectacle, enduing men and
tilings with a seeming-transparency, and exhibiting as one organism the
anatomy of Me and movement in all humanity and vitalized matter included
in tile disnlav-

